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Coming Election? 


Announcer: 

Tonight we welcome you to 
Pasadena, California, famous for 
its Rose Bowl games, its Easter 
Sunrise services, and its wonderful 
climate the year around. Our host 
tonight is one of California’s most 
progressive and civic-minded busi- 
ness leaders, Mr. William Joyce, 
president of the Joyce Shoe Com- 
‘pany, who will be remembered by 
many Town Meeting listeners for 
his appearance on Town Meeting 
two years ago with Fulton Lewis, 
Jr. 

Mr. Joyce and his associates 
have brought Town Meeting to 
Pasadena as a public service and 
have assembled a_ representative 
southern California audience for 
tonight’s broadcast on the all- 
important question, “What Are 
the Major Issues in the Coming 
Election?” Like the rest of the 
country, the citizens of Pasadena 
have been watching the goings on 
in Philadelphia and are eager now 
to see how the candidates stand 


Os 


on the major issues. It is con- 
fidently predicted that a larger 
number of citizens will vote in 
this election than any election 
before. 

And now, to preside over our 
discussion, here is our moderator, 
the President of Town Hall, New 
York, and founder of America’s 
Town Meeting of the Air, Mr. 
George V. Denny, Jr. Mr. Denny. 
(Applause. ) 


Moderator Denny: 

Good evening, neighbors. Well 
friends, it’s wonderful to be back 
here in California again, especially 
to be the guests of Town Meet- 
ing’s good friends, Mr. and Mrs. 
William Joyce of Pasadena. 

As California’s celebrated Gov- 
ernor Warren is the nominee of 
the Republican party for vice presi- 
dent of the United States, you, the 
people of the United States, will 
be wanting to know more about 
what the people of California 
think about the issues of the com- 


ing election. As a matter of fact, 
for three weeks straight, our 
audiences have kept tonight’s sub- 
ject in first place on our weekly 
ballots. Through all the glamour, 
and carnival atmosphere of our 
political conventions, the American 
people are deeply concerned about 
how the parties are going to stand 
on the major issues before the 
country. 

For the past four weeks we've 
been asking our listeners to write 
in, suggesting what they consider 
the major issues, and they’ve indi- 
cated great interest in the follow- 
ing. What is the government 
going to do about the increased 
cost of living? What is govern- 
ment going to do about housing, 
labor management relations, and 
a consistent foreign policy? What 
is government going to do about 
tax reduction, monopolies, full 
employment, federal aid to educa- 


tion, military preparedness, con- 


servation of natural resources, 
socialized medicine, and religion? 

All have been mentioned but 
the first four topics I mentioned 
are the overwhelming concern of 
our Town Meeting listeners; that 
is, those who have expressed them- 
selves. Our audience here tonight 
on a poll, for instance, suggested 
that the most important topic was 
world peace. 

It remains to be seen what 
our four political experts will 
have to say about this question. 
And for further advice, we have 
Adela Rogers St. Johns, Mr. Wiil 
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Rogers, Jr., General Victor I 
Hansen, and Judge Robert W 
Kenny, all of California, to di 
cuss this subject with us, “Whi 
Are the Major Issues in the Con 
ing Election?” | 

After this discussion 
that you, our listeners, 
tinue to give us your opinion 
and we'll tabulate them and mak 
them public from time to tim 
Who knows? We may get th 
major presidential candidates t 
discuss these issues, if you, th 
American people, plug har 
enough for it. Since Governc 
Dewey was willing to take on Gov 
ernor Stassen on the question c 
outlawing the Communist party 
he might be willing to take o 
the Democratic nominee, whoeve 
he may be, if you, the America 
people, insist on it. 

Well, tonight we will give th 
lady in our midst the first plac 
on our program. She is some 
what in the middle of the roa 
and is going to state some of th 
dilemmas we face on tonight 
question. She is Adela Rogers S; 
Johns, now under contract t 
Metro-Goldwyn-Mayer, who bega 
her newspaper career in Californi 
in 1913 and is one of the best 
known figures in American jous 
nalism, having worked on news 
papers all over the United State 
and Europe. She has covered th 
last eight presidential conventions 
However did you do it, Mrs. Si 
Johns? But since you did, let’ 
have your opinion on tonight’ 


we hop 
will cor 


question, “What Are the Major 
Issues in the Coming Election?” 
Mrs. St. Johns. (Applause.) 


Mrs. St. Johns: 

Well, Mr. Denny, I was awfully 
glad to hear what the Town Meet- 
ing fans had picked as major 
issues, because mine are prices and 
peace. It’s simple, but up here 
with high-powered politicians and 
brilliant lawyers like Will Rogers 
and Judge Kenny waiting to get 
a shot at me, I’d better be simple, 
because otherwise they’re going to 
get me all mixed up. And, of 
course, when you try to stay in the 
middle of the road, you get used 
to being shot at from all sides. 

As a mother, a grandmother, 
housewife, who also has to earn 
her living, I want to elect men 
who will bring down prices and 
secure peace. (Applause). 

As a former Roosevelt Democrat, 
I say that on the major issue of 
prices, it’s time the United States 
called in a new auditor to check 
the books. After 16 years you 
would do that in your own busi- 
ness, wouldn’t you, especially if 
you were faced with a staggering 
deficit, had a lot of deadwood on 
the payroll, saw huge vital expen- 
ditures ahead of you—the way the 
great firm of the United States of 
America now has and does? 

The way it has been run since 
the war, the man who gets high 
wages is putting them in a bag full 
of holes. With bread 21 cents a 
loaf, milk 22 cents a quart—I paid 


29 cents for five pounds of pota- 
toes this morning—what good do 
wage hikes do? Mr. Rogers will 
probably blame all that on the Re- 
publican Congress that has been in 
there two years under constant 
veto. I find that a little hard to 
swallow, myself. 

I used to admire that visionary 
idealist, Henry Wallace, but I 
think it’s as difficult to follow the 
economic policy of a man who 
could multiply loaves and fishes as 
it is to try to walk on the water. 
We haven’t got the spiritual power 
to do either, so it’s still necessary 
to render unto Ceasar the things 
that are Ceasar’s. And I'd like my 
old friend, Judge Kenny, witty 
and eloquent as he is, to prove to 
me that Wallace can keep a 
straight set of books. (Applause.) 

Let’s make some sense. Let’s get 
in an able, outside auditor and see 
where we are. I’ve never been a 
fan of Tom Dewey myself, but he’s 
done an able, efficient job on hous- 
ing, on veterans, and on balancing 
the budget for the State of New 
York. 

I believe in the United Nations 
as much as Judge Kenny will prob- 
ably tell you he does, and he does. 
But you can no longer separate 
our foreign and domestic policy 
for five seconds. The economic 
solidity of the United States is 
the rock on which world peace and 
the United Nations have to be 
built. 

You know yourself, no matter 
how big your heart is, you can’t 


finance your neighbor’s new house 
if they’re just about to foreclose 
the mortgage on your own. You 
may have to economize a little bit. 
You may have to deny yourself. 
You may have to work harder than 
you ever did in your life, because 
you have to have something in 
order to share it. 

I'd like Mr. Rogers to tell me 
honestly—he’s a very honest guy— 
whether he believes a party so long 
committed by habit, method, and 
promises to spending their way out 
of debt, can now reverse themselves 
even if they want to. Me, I want 
a new broom. 

Why do people always say “a 
new broom sweeps clean” with 
such contempt? Any woman with a 
greasy old broom that won’t pick 
up dirt anymore buys a new one. 
She’d be a fool if she didn’t. If 
she only gets one clean sweep, 
she’s one clean sweep better off, 
isn’t she? It'll take a while for 
that new broom to get as worn, 
as tired, as used to dirt under the 
rugs as the old one. It may in 
time, but it takes a while. 

It’s a major issue of prices, 
whether we ought not to stop 
pouring on fertilizer and do a 
major pruning job to get rid of 
the rank, ragged, wasteful growth 
so our tree of democracy can grow 
tall and strong again.’ 

I believe in the Marshall Plan, 
too, but I’m reminded of some- 
thing the late President Roosevelt 
once said to me after a White 
House press conference. I felt 


badly because they had remove? 
Knudsen as head of the WP i 
where I was working part-tim 
during the war, and the Preside 
said to me, “Now, now, often t 
the vision to conceive a plan aren 
the ones to carry it throug 
They’ve made enemies; they hay 
entanglements and commitments 
they can’t always see the necessa 
compromises. Sometimes it’s wi 
to call in a fresh, new, commo: 
sense man and let him do it.” | 

To me it’s one of the major is 
sues both of foreign and domesti 
policy as to whether what th 
President said doesn’t now appl 
to the Marshall Plan and th 
United Nations. Behind all this 1 
the major issue, not the characte 
of our politicians or our partie: 
but of the American people therr 
selves. To have great leaders— 
which I jolly well don’t think w 
have at this moment in eithe 
party — there has to be a gre: 
people, ready to accept bloo 
sweat, and tears in recovery an 
in the battle for peace. 

You know, it takes integrity an 
honor and _ sacrifice to make 
democracy succeed. We must git 
full assurance that we want an 
demand and will follow integrit 
high endeavour. Let’s not kid ou 
selves. The road ahead has to } 
rough. 

It’s a major issue today wheth 
anybody—even the brilliant spea 
ers who are going to follow me 
can convince us any longer th 


we can sail over that rugged bit 
of road on an inflated pink cloud. 
But I’m going to get off now and 
let them try. (Applause.) 


Moderator Denny: 
Thank you, Mrs. St. Johns. Well, 
I wouldn’t like to be in the shoes 
of Will Rogers, Jr., right now, but 
he’s a very brave man. He bears a 
distinguished name, the son of a 
Californian whose name is honored 
the world over. He’s a former Con- 
gressman, a World War II veteran. 
He was Democratic nominee for 
the United States Senate in 1946; 
and he’s accustomed to rough and 
tumble debate. We are very happy 
to have the editor and publisher 
of the largest weekly newspaper in 
the West, the Beverly Hills Citizen, 
Mr. Will Rogers, Jr. Mr. Rogers. 
(Applause.) 


Mr. Rogers: 

Thank you, Mr. Denny. Thanks 
for the plug. And you might have 
added, Mr. Denny, that I am sup- 
porting President Truman. You 
see, Democrats come of all shades 
and opinions today, and you might 
Say that when two Democrats meet 
there are three opinions. Well, I 
am a Truman Democrat. (Ap- 
plause.) 

To the issues that Mrs. St. 
Johns spoke of, I'd like to add 
another—housing. Our housing 
is a public scandal and a national 
disgrace, and it is directly the fault 
of this Republican Congress. (Ap- 
pblause.) In spite of pleas from 
millions of GI’s, this Republican 


Congress refused to pass low-cost 
and low-rent housing measures. 

Our housing shortage is due to 
lack of proper governmental regu- 
lations. Race tracks have been 
built instead of homes. High-cost 
housing with its high profits has 
received scarce materials instead 
of mass, low-cost housing with its 
low profits. Housing is indeed 
an issue and it is a Republican 
failure. 

How Mrs, St. Johns could men- 
tion the issue of high prices with- 
out being forced to place the 
blame for this on the Republican 
Congress is more than I can see. 
This Republican Congress killed 
price control, after which prices 
rose by almost 50 per cent, and 
over President Truman’s veto this 
Republican Congress passed a rich 
man’s tax law, which not only 
freed inflationary forces but gave 
most tax cuts to the rich and least 
tax cuts to the poor. 

At no time has this Republican 
Congress taken any active interest 
in retarding rising prices, and 
when you hear any speaker say, 
“Yes, the issue is rising prices,” 
then they must place the blame on 
this Republican Congress. 

Next, civil liberties. What all 
good Americans are searching for 
in civil liberties is some method 
of preserving our individual free- 
dom, yet prohibiting the Com- 
munists from abusing our free- 
doms to destroy democracy. And 
no party has the answer to this 
profound and difficult problem. 


The Mundt-Nixon  anti-Com- 
munist bill happens to be a Re- 
publican measure. But the prin- 
cipal Republican candidate, Dewey, 
doesn’t think that such a measure 
will work. I don’t think the 
measure will work either, but I 
don’t believe civil liberties in this 
case is a party issue. It is an 
American issue, and with all due 
respects to my good friend and 
ex-campaigner, Mr. Kenny, what 
the Wallace third party has to 
say on civil liberties is, I feel, 
humbug and hypocrisy. 

The third party is interested in 
civil liberties only in areas the 
Communists have not yet taken 
over. Wallace never denounces 
the Russian concentration camps. 
His interest in civil liberties, I 
suggest, is a pure tactic, and its 
real sincerity can surely be ques- 
tioned. 

On foreign policy, I think the 
major issue is going to be the im- 
plementation of the Marshall Plan 
for the recovery of Europe. In 
my opinion, the success of the 
Marshall Plan is the most impor- 
tant thing which faces America 
and the entire world. If we can- 
not make our system of free enter- 
prise and parliamentary procedures 
work in Europe, then all our 
atomic bombs and our armies will 
avail us but little. We shall be 
strangled by the tyrannical system 
of Russia simply because we were 
unable to make our own system 
work anywhere outside our own 
boundaries. 
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I suggest that the issue of thi 
campaign is not peace. All pare 
are for peace. But America ae 
cannot decide the issue of peac 
or war. Only Russia can do that 
Russia, who wrecked the Unite 
Nations by its vetoes, who refuse 
the United States’ proposal fo 
internationalizing the atomi; 
bomb, who broke her solems 
agreement and word to treat Ger 
many as an economic unit—Russii 
alone can decide the issue of peact 
or war. | 


But we can make a peacefu 
decision on the part of Russi 
more probable by being stron 
ourselves and by keeping ou 
democratic system strong in West 
ern Europe. Now the Wallac 
third party, of course, violentl; 
disagrees with these policies. Bu 
J think that when that third part 
says they want peace with Russia 
actually they only want appease 
ment of Russia. | 

In conclusion, President Trumas 
took over at a time of crisis. Hi 
policies, I think, have been righ 
whenever this Republican Congres 
would allow them to be carrie 
out. And most criticisms of ou 
President are purely personal, an 
his foreign policies have been s 
effective that all a Republican ad 
ministration could possibly do i 
simply to follow along the broa 
general lines that the Truman ac 
ministration has laid 


Thanks. (Applause.) 


dowt 


Moderator Denny: 

Thank you, Mr. Rogers. Well, 
our next speaker is a hard-hitting 
Republican. An Adjutant-General 
of the State of California, ap- 
pointed by Governor Warren, he 
is a Regent of the University of 
California, and a prominent Los 
Angeles attorney. I’m very happy 
to welcome to Town Hall Victor 
R. Hansen. General Hansen. (Ap- 
plause.) 


Mr. Hansen: 

I have listened with interest to 
what Mr. Rogers believes the 
major issues would be in the com- 
ing election. Later this evening, 
I hope I will have an opportunity 
to point out wherein I believe 
there are fallacies in the positions 
taken by him. 

Personally, I feel that it is still 
a bit early to determine all of the 
major issues in the coming elec- 
tion. However, broadly speaking, 
the major issues will concern both 
foreign and domestic policies. 

Between the two major parties 
there will be much similarity in 
the matter of foreign policy. The 
international situation is still fluid 
ind the application of announced 
olicies may develop major issues 
hat are not now apparent. The 
ecurity of this country requires 
larmony in matters concerning 
oreign policy. 

There can be no question but 
vhat our relations with Russia are 
f the most importance, and if our 
Oreign policy in that regard is 


not definite, clear-cut and sound, 
our foreign policy and relations 
concerning other countries will be 


‘of comparatively little importance 


in view of present world affairs. 
The actions and influences of 
Russia in its relations with other 
nations will, of necessity, to a 
degree affect our foreign policy 
as it concerns other nations. 

As we deal with Russia, there 
seems to be no question but what 
we must maintain a policy of firm- 
ness, without appeasement or con- 
cession, on matters that affect the 
lives of free peoples. Such a policy 
of its very nature requires military 
strength to be effective. It is 
equally important as part of our 
policy in dealing with Russia that 
we must support those nations of 
the world which are in the struggle 
to maintain freedom from Russian 
aggression, by assisting them to 
assist themselves. 

And it follows that we cannot 
support a policy of isolation. We 
miust maintain a policy requiring 
a strong national defense. We 
must retain the atomic bomb secrets 
and keep abreast of the methods 
of scientific developments of means 
of aggression as insurance for 
peace. 

Our foreign policy must include 
the support of the United Nations 
organization, and if it requires a 
modification of the right of veto 
in certain matters, that right must 
be subordinated in the interests 
of peace and of the welfare and 
stability of the United Nations. 


This country is the bulwark of 
democratic strength and unless we 
have not only the courage but the 
unfaltering leadership to unite the 
peoples of democratic principles, 
we will have failed in the respon- 
sibility that is upon us. 


To fulfill these responsibilities, 
we must have a political party in 
control that is strong, purposeful, 
and united. Not a party such as 
the Democratic party that has be- 
come decadent and involved in a 
network of political promises and 
deals, new and otherwise, which 
would have resulted in inter- “party 
political strife and from which it 
cannot now extricate itself. 


Mr. Truman has demonstrated 
that he is unable to clearly and 
forcibly assume leadership in this 
critical period. He has proved his 
inability to develop an administra- 
tion that is able to work as a team. 

It is hard to believe that Mr. 
Wallace is sincere in his utterances 
concerning foreign policy, for 
those utterances, if put into prac- 
tice, cannot help but lend aid to 
the theories of Stalin and to his 
acts of aggression. No true lover 
of freedom or democratic princi- 
ples could advocate a policy of 
appeasement of Russia after the 
experiences that we have had with 
other dictators. 


Above all, we must have a well 
defined foreign policy in our rela- 
tions with other nations. And that 
policy cannot be one thing today 
and the opposite tomorrow. So 
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much for the issues concernin) 
foreign policy. 

As to domestic policy, I believs 
the major issue is, ‘Shall we con 
tinue with the governmental con 
trols, with the mechanics and re; 
tape of over-expanded bureaucracy 
as against free enterprise, with 
minimum of governmental con 
trols?” 

The sixteen years of uncon 
trolled governmental spending bi 
Democratic administration pra 
vides the next issue. Shall suc! 
spending continue, or shall w, 
have gradual economic retrench 
ment? In this regard, I heartil! 
agree with Mrs. St. Johns whe: 
she said it was high time that w 
stop, take stock, and see where w 
are going. 

Mr. Rogers stated that he be 
lieved the increasing cost of livin, 
will be an issue. With this I agree 
Until the restraints placed upo: 
business by the Democratic part 
have been relieved, we cannot hav 
full production, and until there 1 
full production, there is not muc 
hope for reduction in prices. 

A government must be neithe 
for or against labor or manage 
ment. It cannot be unfriendly t 
business, for without successft 
business, there cannot be full prc 
duction or full employment. 

A government cannot be ur 
friendly to labor, for contente 
labor tends toward successful bus 
ness. Labor and management | 
a team, and only when that teat 
fails to function or either one ut 


fairly interferes with the rights of 
the other to such a degree that 
they cannot solve their own prob- 
lems and public interest inter- 
venes, should government inter- 
fere. 

Such a policy will tend to avoid 
strikes and secure maximum pro- 
duction. I think I briefly have 
stated the major issues as I see 
them for the coming election. 
(Applause.) 

Moderator Denny: 

Thank you, Mr. Hansen. Well, 
our next speaker has been heard 
many times on Town Meeting. 
He’s a former attorney general of 
California and was the national 
chairman of the Progressive Citi- 
zens of America until it was taken 
over recently by the Independent 
Progessive Party which is, in fact, 
the so-called third party headed by 
‘Henry Wallace. 

Although Mr. Kenny remains a 
/ Wallace supporter, he still insists, 
jand I quote, “I’m still a Democrat. 
Very still.” Judge Kenny, will you 
please speak for yourself? (Ap- 
plause.) 


Mr. Kenny: 

~ You're right, Mr. Denny. I’m 
still a Democrat, despite the pres- 
‘ent administration. However, I’m 
for Henry Wallace, because I be- 
\lieve that the American people de- 
kserve a better choice this year than 
Jone between Tweedle-Dewey and 


W) 
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I will agree with Mrs. St. Johns 
and General Hansen on one thing. 
That is, that the White House 
should change hands this Novem- 
ber. I’m in agreement with all of 
the speakers on another thing, and 
that is that the conditions of the 
people of this country need a lot 
of improving. 

The present deplorable state of 
affairs is blamed on the Republi- 
can Congress by Mr. Rogers, and is 
blamed on the Democratic presi- 
dent by the other two speakers. 
Now, strangely enough, both sides 
are right, and so before we're 
through this evening, I am con- 
fident that my friends on the plat- 
form here are going to bow to 
logic and join me in supporting 
Mr. Wallace. (Laughter and ap- 
plause.) Let’s not be satisfied with 
just a new broom, Mrs. St. Johns, 
let’s have a real spring house clean- 
ing this year. 

The topic tonight is the real is- 
sues in the campaign. Now I 
doubt if you’re going to hear very 
much about the real issues from 
Governor Dewey or President Tru- 
man during the campaign, but I 
say that any candidate who pro- 
fesses to deal with reality should 
declare himself in detail on them, 
and they mustn’t be allowed to 
escape public scrutiny by shifting 
the blame between themselves. 

One of the most important of 
these issues is our relations to. the 
United Nations. Now the question 
is usually phrased in terms of 
United States versus Russia. Well, 


while it’s more dramatic and, in 
some quarters, more explanatory 
to say it that way, it misstates the 
problem. It puts the question in 
terms of who shall prevail. 

The real question is whether the 
United States, which prides itself 
on being one of the most advanced 
governments, is prepared to ac- 
cept an international system of 
law, whether it is really prepared 
to accept the council table as a sub- 
stitute for the atomic bomb; in 
short, whether it is prepared to 
accept the United Nations. 

The theory of world govern- 
ment is to make it possible to 
accommodate, in one world, na- 
tions which have fundamental dif- 
ferences, not merely nations which 
have similar theories of economy. 
Our Nation, one of the initiating 
and founding powers of the United 
Nations, ought to put all of its 
prestige and force behind that 
system of world government. 

In giving that fundamental per- 
spective toward the problem, all of 
the other explosive issues could be 
considered more intelligently: The 
European recovery program, peace- 
time draft, reciprocal trade agree- 
ments—all of those issues would 
then be recognized as local battles 
in the war for world government. 

And then our support of cor- 
ruption in Greece, our encourage- 
ment of reaction in Spain and in 
the Argentine would be recognized 
as a misplaced emphasis—an at- 
tempt to make military and eco- 
nomic power prevail rather than 
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to support United Nations ¢ 
that differences can be ae | 
of on their merits. 
The candidate who has the cou 
age to state those issues—th 
Marshall Plan, the peacetime draf 
the Vandenberg resolution promi 
ing military aid to the Wester 
bloc, and all the other dangero 
issues arising out of our attituc 
toward Russia—would then appe: 
as subsidiary to our relations wi 
the United Nations, and such 
candidate who did that would 
doing a real service to his count 
and to the cause of world peac 
On the domestic front, the cr 
ical issue is, of course, putti 
prices and wages back into gea 
This will entail, it seems to me, 
revision of our present nation: 
labor policy. It will require | 
further exploration of the effe 
on prices of monopolistic combin 
tion by industry. It will recogni 
that our income tax policy has | 


Such an attitude would rea 
amine the relationship betwee 
industrial development in varion 
sections of the country. There h 
been a natural tendency in the | 
to examine each of these questios 
as though it were a thing apat 
Some forthright candidate is goir 
to have to make the whole prol 
lem a single issue, because each « 
them is part of the power dri 
which we have been calling th 
price wage spiral. 

Finally, I think one of the mo 


critical issues is our growing ten- 
dency to distrust ourselves. As a 
result, we have an investigating 
staff in our country which is no 
doubt the greatest staff in our his- 
tory. The index of the F.B.I. and 
the un-American Activities Com- 
mittee runs into the millions. 

It is a difficult issue to bring 
up because just mentioning the 
issue and criticising it causes the 
person who does it to be suspected 
of disloyalty, yet my feeling is that 


_the candidate who ignores the 


issue of civil liberties is the most 
disloyal. Finally, let’s quit blam- 
ing each other and adopt a con- 
structive attitude towards the issues 
of the day. (Applause.) 


Moderator Denny: 

Thank you, Judge Kenny. Well, 
wouldn’t it be great if we could 
really have the principal candi- 
dates for public office sit around 
a platform like this—Mr. Dewey, 
Mr. Truman, Mr. Wallace, Mr. 


Norman Thomas—and carry on a 
_ discussion like this? What do you 


: 
say? 


(Ap plause.) 
Thank you. And keep trying, 


ladies and gentlemen, and maybe 
it will be done. 


Well now, it 
looks like we are going to have a 


very lively question period and 


while we get ready for that ques- 
tion period, I am sure that you, 
our listeners, will be interested in 


the following message. 


Announcer: 
You are listening to America’s 
Town Meeting of the Air, originat- 
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ing in Pasadena, California, where 
we are the guests of William Joyce, 
through the facilities of Station 
KECA in Hollywood. We are dis- 
cussing the question, “What Are 
the Major Issues in the Coming 
Election?” You have just heard 
from Adela Rogers St. Johns, Will 
Rogers, Jr., Victor R. Hansen, and 
Robert Kenny, and we are about 
to take questions from our au- 
dience. 

In the meantime, let me remind 
you that for your convenience, we 
print each week a complete text, 
including the questions and an- 
swers in the Town Meeting Bul- 
letin which you may secure by 
writing to Town Hall, New York 
18, New York, enclosing 10 cents 
to cover the cost of. printing and 
mailing. Allow at least two weeks 
for delivery. If you would like to 
subscribe to the Bulletin for six 
months, enclose $2.35, or, for a 
year, send $4.50. Or, if you would 
like a trial subscription, enclose 
$1 for eleven issues. 

Yes, friends, it’s great to be en- 
joying this wonderful summer 
sunshine, especially this California 
sunshine. But we'd like to take 
this opportunity to remind you 
that even sunshine can be quite 
futile if we can’t enjoy it as free 
men and women. We are reminded 
again that eternal vigilance is the 
price of freedom and that your 
Town Crier’s bell will continue to 
ring throughout the summer, urg- 
ing you to consider the vital issues 
before this great country of ours 


which we must solve together if 
we are to remain truly free. Now 
for our question period, we return 
you to Mr. Denny. 


Moderator Denny: 

We are going to have a brief 
discussion period before we take 
the questions from the audience, 
because Mrs. St. Johns here has a 
question she’s just aching to ask 
Mr. Rogers. Mrs. St. Johns. 

Mrs. St. Johns: Mr. Rogers. 
This is an honest question. I really 
want an answer to it. It isn’t sup- 
posed to put you on the spot. 
About that tax cut bill that you 
spoke of, now, as I understood it, 
there were six and a half million 
taxpayers dropped entirely. They 
got a hundred per cent, just on not 
having to pay taxes at all. Those, 


a 


THE SPEAKERS’ COLUMN 


VICTOR R. HANSEN—Mr. Hansen is an 
attorney, practicing in Los Angeles. He 
is a regent of the University of California 
and was formerly adjutant-general of Cali- 
fornia, appointed by Governor Earl War- 
ren. 


ROBERT W. KENNY — Former attorney 
general of California, Mr. Kenny was 
National Chairman of the Progressive 
Citizens of America before this organiza- 
tion was taken over by the Independent 
Progressive Party. 

graduate of Stanford University, 
where he received a B.A. degree in 1921, 
Mr. Kenny was correspondent for the 
United Press Association from 1920-23, 
and was on the staff of the Chicago Trib- 
une in Paris in 1923. After attending the 
University of Southern California School 
of Law, he was admitted to the Cali- 
fornia bar in 1926 and since that time 
has been in the practice of law at 
Los Angeles. He has served as municipal 
judge of Los Angeles County, and as 
superior judge, and was a member of the 
California State Senate of Los Angeles 
County from 1939-42. He subsequently 
became attorney general for the State, 
serving from. 1943-1947. 


sss 


as I understood it, were the ae 
bracket of the taxpayers. O 
course, I don’t come anywhere neat 
the rich bracket or anything, but 
what I got in tax reduction was a 
little bit less than three- -quarters 
of a per cent. Now that doesn’t 
seem to fit with the rich business 
that you said, if there are six an 
a half million people, who still ge 
all the federal benefits—didn’ 
get any more—would you explain, 


} 


I perhaps misunderstood it? 


} 


Mr. Rogers: People always sa 
they don’t know anything about i 
and then come on to you with al 
of the facts and figures! It’s quite 
true that the tax bill did drop cer} 
tain people off the lower income 
brackets. To that effect they did 
get one hundred per cent. You're 


WILL ROGERS, JR.—A native of New 
York City, where he was born in 1912, 
Mr. Rogers now makes his home in 
Beverly Hills, California. He is the 
publisher and the chairman of the board 
of directors of the Beverly Hills Citizen. 
Mr. Rogers’ career in journalism was 
started while he was still an under- 
graduate at the University of Arizona. 
In 1935, he completed his college work, 
graduating with an A.B. degree from 
Leland Stanford University. 

During World War II, Mr. Rogers was 
a 2d lieutenant in the 814th Tank De- 
stroyer Battalion, 7th Armored Division, 
haying resigned as a member of the 78th 
Congress from the 16th California District | 
to serye with the U. S. armed forces. 


ADELA ROGERS ST. JOHNS—Mrs. St. 
Johns has been hailed as the dean of 
American newspaperwomen. She has coy- 
ered world news beats and has written 
innumerable stories, novels, and motion 
pictures. Perhaps her most famous novel | 
is A Lost Soul; her most recent is titled 
The Third Monkey. 

She is a member of the executive staff 
of _Metro-Goldwyn-Mayer. Her home, 
which overlooks Los Angeles, houses her 
children and her grandchildren. 


Quite correct. However, the maxi- 
mum percentage of tax cuts was 
taised in the higher brackets. I 
don’t remember the exact percent- 
ages, but as you went up in in- 
come bracket, you got a higher 
per cent cut, and it was that par- 
ticular cut and provision which 
was fought most vigorously by the 
Democrats, and that’s what I 
meant when I spoke of being rich. 

Mrs. St. Johns: You forgot to 
mention about the poor guy. I 
think if you are going to bring 
that up, you ought also to mention 
that there were a great many poor 
people who got a break out of it, 
just to be fair. (Applause.) 

Mr. Kenny: I'd like to ask Gen- 
eral Hansen a question. I was im- 
pressed, General Hansen, by your 
final concluding remarks in which 
you said that you thought there 
should be a minimum of govern- 
mental interference in labor-man- 
agement relations. Now, maybe 
‘we can agree on something. Do 
you agree with me that this present 
administration is acting as a strike 
maker by going back to govern- 
ment by injunction? 

_Mr. Hansen: As a former judge, 
you know that is “Have you quit 
beating your wife?” (Laughter.) 
To answer the question, Bob, if I 
understand it clearly, do I agree 
with the present labor policy of 
the Democratic administration? 
The answer is no. 

Mr. Denny: Mr. Rogers, you 
might get in on that. 

Mr. Rogers: I have one for Mr. 
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Bob Kenny. Mr. Kenny, as you 
know, the party supporting Wal- 
lace here in California is called the 
Progressive party, which is a 
phony name because they are work- 
ing day and night for the defeat 
of good progressive candidates all 
over this state. (Applause.) 

We have spoken of high prices. 
Now the person that’s done most 
to try and lower prices has been 
Miss Helen Gahagan Douglas, who 
has appeared on the floor of Con- 
gress with her little market basket 
and told those Republicans sitting 
in front of her how the price on 
each item had increased since she’d 
last been there. Now the Inde- 
pendent Progessive party is work- 
ing for the defeat of Miss Douglas. 
How can you justify that, and 
should not the name of your party 
be changed to the Republican Co- 
operative Party? (Applause.) 

Mr. Kenny: There goes another 
poor wife getting beaten again. 
That isn’t my party. I agree with 
you most sincerely that Mrs. Doug- 
las is one of the most valuable 
members in Congress that we have. 
She deserves reelection and 
shouldn’t be opposed by anybody 
wearing the name “Progressive.” 

Mr. Rogers: And then will you 
do what you can to try and remedy 
that situation in California, be- 
cause it is an important one? 

Mr. Denny: Thank you. If there 
are no other questions up here on 
the platform, let’s go out there for 
questions from our audience. 


QUESTIONS, PLEASE! 


Mr. Denny: The ushers are in 
the aisles, the ladies and gentle- 
men of the audience have question 
cards raised, and I’m going to start 
with the young man in the balcony 
who has a question for Mrs. St. 
Johns. 

Man: Mrs. St. Johns, would you 
please clarify the Republican 80th 
Congress’ position in the past two 
years regarding housing, prices, 
and so on? 

Mrs. St. Johns: 1 don’t under- 
stand that question. 

Mr. Denny: No, neither did I. 
That’s a pretty severe question, 
anyway. 

Man: In other words, as Mr. 
Rogers stated, the Republican Con- 
gress has been more of a detriment 
to the poor veteran and civilian 
than they have really helped him 
out. What is the reason behind 
all this? 

Mrs. St. Johns: That doesn’t 
seem to me to be quite true. In the 
first place, the Taft-Hartley bill 
has met with great response from 
very intelligent labor leaders. Hart- 
ley himself, the Congressman who 
put it forth, has been very popular 
with labor in his own state. The 
farmers have recently said in their 
farm papers that they were fright- 
ened of the parity system that the 
Democratic party was using and 
would like very much to go back 
to production. See, that’s the only 
answer there is, anywhere at all— 
it’s production. It’s my feeling 
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that it sometimes takes a [fittle 
time—and to compare two years 
as against the sixteen that the 
Democrats have been in is not 
quite fair, and I think we need a 
little more to get rolling. (Ap- 
plause.) But I do think they’re 
on their way at all times to in: 
creasing production, and that’s 
what this country is built on and 
let’s never forget it. ( area 
Man: My question is address 
to Mr. Rogers. In view of the 
80th Congressional record—largely 
Republican action—can the pur 
ported aims of the Republican 
platform be accepted? | 
Mr. Rogers: There’s a gooq 
man. In my opinion, it certainly 
cannot. And, in my opinion, i 
you will read the Republican party 
platform, and if you will compare 
it to the Republican party recor¢ 
in this 80th Congress, you wil 
see black on one hand and whit 
on the other, and I don’t think 
that you can make any comparisog 
between the two. | 
Mr. Denny: Mr. Hansen, do yor 
care to comment on the question| 
If you’d like to have him repea 
the question, we can have him re 
peat it. Repeat the question, please 
Man: In view of the 80th Con 
gtessional record—largely Repu 
lican action—can the purporte 
aims of the Republican platfo 
be accepted? 
Mr. Hansen: 1 see no reason 
no conflict. 


Mr. Denny: All right, there 
you have the answer. (Laughter.) 
Now, let’s take the lady over here 
with the white hat. Yes? 

Lady: My question is for Mr. 
Kenny. If Mr. Wallace should 
win the coming election, what 
method do you think he .would 
use to reduce the cost of living? 
He killed pigs to raise them. 
(Laughter. ) 

Mr. Denny: Those little pigs are 
coming back to haunt Mr. Wallace. 
Mr. Kenny? 

Mr. Kenny: Well, I can say one 
thing that Mr. Wallace would do. 
He would put back the men in 
office that Mr. Truman fired. He 
certainly would try to induce a 
great man like Chester Bowles to 
come back to the OPA and actually 
enforce the law and keep prices 
down. 

Lady: Vd like to address my 
question to Mrs. St. Johns. Now, 
Dewey has indicated rejuvenation 
of his administration—should he 
be elected—including the Cabinet. 
Do you think that Dewey should 
re-appoint Marshall as Secretary 
of State to continue his enacted 
European recovery plan? 

-Mrs. St. Johns: As far as I am 
concerned, I would love to see it 
happen, and I wish it were pos- 
sible. I would certainly be more 
inclined to vote for Dewey than 
ever if I thought it could be. I 
understand that in peacetime a 
coalition cabinet — these lawyers 
can certainly answer this — I 
understand a coalition cabinet is 
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not possible. However, I would 
like to make this quick suggestion, 
if I may. Why don’t we ask all 
the candidates to name their cab- 
inets right now? (Applause.) 

Mr. Denny: Well, that’s a good 
question, Mrs. St. Johns, isn’t it? 
Mrs. St. Johns, it looks like you’re 
making news in putting the candi- 
dates on the spot, and a very good 
spot, too. Mr. Rogers, you had a 
comment on that. 

Mr. Rogers: Y have one com- 
ment on that. I would like to 
follow up Mrs. St. Johns’ sugges- 
tion as being an excellent one. 
Let us not forget that one of the 
men most prominently spoken of 
to be our next Secretary of State 
—should the Republicans unfortu- 
nately win the election—is Mr. 
John Foster Dulles, and Mr. 
Dulles is that recently changed- 
over internationalist who during 
the period when Hitler was com- 
ing up to power maintained that 
that affair—speaking of Hitler’s 
rise—was no concern of the United . 
States and was no business of ours. 
We should remember that. (Ap- 


plause.) 


Mr. Denny: Yes. Come on, Mrs. 
St. Johns. 

Mrs. St. Johns: Vd like to say 
this. I disagree one thousand per 
cent with Mr. Dulles’ idea that it 
wasn’t our affair, and I had a son 
in the RAF long before that. But 
I think it’s hardly fair to blame 
Mr. Dulles for what was true at 
that time of 90 per cent of the 
Americans who didn’t believe it 


was any of our affair, and we were 


pretty late getting into it. (Ap- 
plause.) 
Mr. Denny: All right, thank 


you. There’s a question coming 
for you, Mr. Hansen, right here. 

Man: What major deviation do 
you feel that President Truman 
has taken in our foreign policy 
away from the Republican-Demo- 
cratic bi-partisan policy? 

Mr. Hansen: What deviation has 
he made? 

Man: That’s right. 

Mr. Hansen: I think his greatest 
deviation has been his fumbling of 
the Palestine policy. 

Mr. Kenny: I would like to hear 
what Mr. Rogers thinks of Mr. 
Truman’s handling of the Pales- 
tine policy. I know that Mr. 
Rogers is a sincere student of the 
subject. (Laughter.) 

Mr. Denny: Mr. Rogers, there 
you afe. 

Mr. Rogers: I could see that one 
coming up. I knew that I couldn’t 
get out of here without that one. 


Mr. Denny. You ought to see 
that smile he has. 
Mr. Rogers: I don’t think any 


one in this country can defend 
very strongly the American posi- 
tion and change of position so 
rapidly on Palestine, and I offer 
no defense whatsoever for the ad- 
ministration’s action on Palestine, 
which I wholeheartedly condemn. 

I should like to point out, how- 
ever, that that is just one segment 
of our foreign policy. The prin- 
cipal issue, which was to stop Rus- 
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sian aggression and implement th 
Marshall Plan, that has been 
Democratic program and that w 
a Democratic proposal and that i 
more important than our miserabl 


failure in Palestine. (Applause. 
Man: My question is for Mrs 
St. Johns. How do the Republi 


cans reconcile their cut in the in 
come tax with the necessity t 
transfer three billion dollars fron 
this year’s surplus to meet a 
year’s expenses? 

Mrs. St. Johns: You've got 
in that money business. I’m a 
awfully good at that. I would no 
really be able to answer th 
honestly. I’m just a woman wh 
can’t even add. (Laughter.) I wi 
say this. I don’t know if you’y 
ever been in debt. I rememb 
when the sheriff convinced me 
was a bad idea. And sometime 
you have to go back and do a la 
of figuring and shuffling ae | 
I do think we’re picking up, o 
course, a terrific debt, and J thin! 
that the Republicans—Warren an: 
Dewey—look to me like they coul 
add better than the other guy’ 
(Applause.) I know that isn’t 
very smart answer, but it’s the bes 
I’ve got. | 

Mr. Denny: Congratulation: 
Mrs. Johns, on your utte 
frankness. These billions hav 
most of us dizzy. All right, th 
gentleman down here on th 
second row. Yes, sir. 

Man: Mr. Rogers. You hurrie 
over the civil liberties controvers 
Don’t you think your Souther 


Democrats will make this an elec- 
tion issue in the Democratic con- 
vention? 

Mr. Rogers: Yes, I certainly 
think they will, and it’s my hope 
that they can be defeated. upon it, 
and I’m going back to that con- 
vention trying to defeat the two- 
thirds rule and varicus other rules 
that the South will try to impose 
upon this convention and future 
Democratic party policies. 

However, on civil liberties, I 
would like to say this, too. Presi- 
dent Truman did one of the most 
courageous political actions ever 
done by any American : president 
when he proposed that civil liber- 
ties report. It was an act more 
courageous than any that President 
Roosevelt ever dared undertake, 
and I think that full credit should 
go to the Democratic administra- 
tion. (Applause.) 

Mr. Denny: Thank you. Now 

the lady there in the second row. 
Yes? 
_ Lady: My question is directed to 
General Hansen. What is the 
Stalin theory that you disagree 
with? 

Mr. Hansen: I'm sorry. I didn’t 
hear that question. 
| Lady: What is the Stalin theory 
that you disagree with? 

_ Mr. Hansen: Stalin theory? The 
theory of aggression; the theory 
of the Iron Curtain; the theory of 
dictatorship. I disagree with all 
of them, and many others of his 
theories. (Applause.) 

. Mr. Denny: I think the lady 
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ought to explain what she means 
by her question. I don’t quite get 
what she’s driving at. What were 
you driving at with that question? 

Man: She happened to be talk- 
ing about this. He mentioned the 
Stalin theory in his talk. 

Mr. Denny: This is the gentle- 
man sitting by the lady. You're 
not going to let the blonde speak 
for herself? (Laughter.) 

Man: Well, she’s a little con- 
fused at the present time. Just a 
minute, General. Just by saying a 
few other things, and there’s a 
theory of aggression, and a theory 
of this and theory of that isn’t ex- 
plaining what you mean by the 
theory. 

Mr. Hansen: I meant his po- 
litical theory, his political philos- 
ophy. His theory of government 
and the things that I mentioned 
are a part of that theory — the 
theory of dictatorship. 

Mr. Denny: Well, there isn’t 
anybody up here on the platform 
that agrees with Mr. Stalin’s theory 
of government, is there? Even Mr. 
Kenny. No. All right, is there 
anybody in the audience that 
agrees with Mr. Stalin’s theories? 
No. Do the people who asked the 


question agree with Mr. Stalin’s 


theory? I just want to get this 
clear. Do you? Yes, sir. 
Man: Ym just interested in 


knowing exactly what Mr. Stalin's 
theory is that everybody has been 
talking about. I don’t know and 
I can’t agree with it. (Applause.) 

Mr. Denny: Oh! You don’t 


understand about Mr. Stalin. 

Man: That’s right. I came here 
for an education, more or less. 

Mr. Denny: Oh, yes. Well, the 
place to find out about Mr. Stalin 
is not at a Town Meeting but at 
the Communist headquarters. 
(Laughter and applause.) Mrs. St. 
Johns says she doesn’t agree. 

Mrs. St. Johns: 1 think you’d 
get a very strange and distorted 
picture of Stalin’s real theory if 
you went to Communist headquar- 
ters. They haven’t been telling the 
truth about it for years. 

Mr. Denny: No, that’s right, but 
Mrs. St. Johns, where do you think 
a young man who really wants the 
answer should go. These young 
people are really concerned about 
this. I’m concerned about this be- 
cause there are an awful lot of 
young people being taken in by 
the Communist doctrine. Now 
where should they go to find out? 
They’ re honestly interested in Com- 
munism. 

Mrs. St. Johns: I think in this 
’ country it’s a very hard thing to 
do. But I would suggest that you 
would find something if you 
looked in the Saturday Review of 
Literature, and the New York 
Times Book Review every week. 
-Some of the finest books are now 
being written which really give 
you a pretty honest picture. Cham- 
berlin, White—a lot of people are 
really doing a job. And if you 
want to get them, you can always 
find them listed there, and they'll 
tell you exactly what they explain 
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and what the guy’s experience i 
and why he is able to tell you 
about it. That’s the way I did it 
Maybe I don’t know, but I meari 
at least that’s the way you cou 
get at it. 


Mr. Denny: Yes. Mr. Kea 


please come on. This is a very im) 
portant question. | 


| 


Mr. Kenny: Well, I think it’ 
important because it illustrate; 
how we Americans get our eye 
off the ball. Here we have th 
most important election in, may 
our lifetimes coming up — aq 
American election, with Americar 
issues. And here we are with a rec 
herring, just spending our time 
talking about some Russian theory 
or something else. Let’s get on the 
American issues and quit ducking 
them. (Applause.) . 

Mr. Denny; Mr. Rogers want 
to come in. 

Mr. Rogers: Yes, indeed, this i 
an American election which con 
cerns the entire world and worl 
issues, I think. And we would bs 
very false if we should pay as littl 
attention to Russian theory. Ws 
would make the same mistake 
if we had paid no attention t 
Hitler and to his rise. 

The theory and the falsity is thy 
fact that in Russia they feel that th 
state is all and the individual noth 
ing. Now we must point that ou 
because we are in direct conflic 
with Russia whether we like it o 
not in Europe, and no matter whicl 
American administration wins 
they must continue to plug f | 


democracy and individual freedom 
all over those areas of the world 
where there is still enough free- 
dom for programs like this to be 
heard. (Applause.) 

Mr. Hansen: As to those com- 
ments, Mr. Rogers, I join 100 per 
cent. I think the Russian problem 
and Russian philosophy and Rus- 
sian aggression is one of the major 
issues in our United States today. 

Mr. Denny: Thank you, very 
much. I wish we had time for one 
more question, but we have a half 
a minute before we go into the 
period of the summaries, and I 
want to take this opportunity to 
say to all of you that your Town 
Meeting is doing the best it can 
to clarify these issues, and next 
week, you'll hear this a little later 
in the program but I want to re- 
mind you right now, next week 
we're going to discuss the ques- 
tion, “What is Americanism?” 

_ I don’t think we’re going to give 
any final answers but at least there 
you're going to have six represen- 
tative Americans to discuss the 
juestion “What is Americanism?” 
We're going to invite you, the 
American people, to write in and 
jay what you think about it too, 
ind we'll give your reports to the 
adio audience. 

| Now while our speakers prepare 
heir summaries of tonight’s ques- 
ion, here is a special message of 
terest to you. 

| Announcer: Tonight you have 
eard our first discussion on the 
ajor issues of the coming elec- 


tion. During the months ahead 
and before the election, November 
2, we'll want to discuss the major 
issues of the campaign, and we'd 
like to hear from you, our listen- 
ers, about the issues you think are 
most important in the coming 
election. Until all the candidates 
have been selected the issues may 
not be entirely clear, but we would 
welcome the expression of your 
opinion from now on as to the 
issues you think will be most im- 
portant in this campaign. 

Many of you have already helped 
us greatly by sending your opin- 
ions, but you can help us further 
by urging your friends to do the 
same. A postcard or letter will 
do. You can also help us select 
subjects and speakers, if you will 
send your opinions to Town Hall, 
New York 18, New York, and 
give us the benefits of your ideas. 

Remember, this is your Town 
Meeting. This is your country 
and if you don’t participate in the 
solution of our problems, there are 
always self-interested pressure 
groups ready to take over when 
the average citizen neglects his 


responsibilities. 

Now for the summaries of to- 
night’s discussion, here is Mr. 
Denny. 


Mr. Denny: And here first is 
Robert Kenny. 

Mr. Kenny: In these last 30 
seconds, I’m glad we’re back to 
America and American issues. I’m 
the happiest man up here tonight 
because being for Wallace, I don’t 


have a president to apologize for 
and I don’t have a Congress to 
apologize for. (Laughter.) 

Mr. Denny: All right. Judge 
Kenny, you didn’t use your 30 
seconds. Maybe you'd like to give 
them to General Hansen. 

Mr. Hansen: 1 don’t have any- 
ene to apologize for, but I think 
we might summarize our position 
by saying that we must have a 
sound foreign policy with firm- 
ness in dealing with Russia. We 
must assist the democratic coun- 
tries of the world in resisting 
aggression, and last, I think we 
must return the government to the 
people and give free enterprise a 
chance. (Applause.) 

Mr. Denny: Thank you. Now 
may we have the summary from 
Mr. Will Rogers, Jr. 

Mr. Rogers: Well, as the general 
and this second lieutenant seem to 
be in agreement on foreign policy 
pretty much, I think the issue is 
simply this: Is the country going 
to follow a president who fought 
for liberal legislation that would 
have helped the common man, or 
follow reactionary Republicans 
who scuttled it? (Applause.) 

Mr. Denny: Vve never known 
the speakers to take up so little 
of their 30 seconds. They usually 
go way over. And now, Mrs. St. 
Johns. 

Mrs. St. Johns: There will be a 
great effort to convince you in the 
coming campaign that common 
sense is reactionary. It’s not; it’s 
the backbone of democracy. But 


to 
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even if it is a little bit reactionary 
maybe we need some of it becaus 
Senator Byrd of Virginia, a Dem¢ 
crat, of course, has just turned il 
his May report on governme: 
activities, and Senator Byrd’s M 
report shows that 500 people ar 
being added daily to the govern 
ment payroll and have been fo 
the past three or four months. | 

Now let’s get in that outsid 
auditor and get that sort of thin: 
cleaned up. Then we have 
least a chance to bring down price: 
stabilize our economic domesti 
policy, and try to make the Unite 
Nations work. You see, a ban 
rupt, unproductive America can 
do any of those things. (Af 
plause.) | 

Mr. Denny: Thank you vet 
much, Mrs. St. Johns, Mr. Roger: 
Mr. Hansen, and Mr. Kenny. 
want to extend our warm person: 
thanks to Mr. and Mrs. Willias 
Joyce of Pasadena and the staff c 
the American Broadcasting Con 
pany for their splendid cooper: 
tion in connection with this broac 
cast. 

Now next week we have 
special Fourth of July broadca 
which will take place on July 
from that beautiful oasis in tk 
desert, the Last Frontier Hotel, ; 
Las Vegas, Nevada. I’m sure you’ 
wondered, as you've heard tl 
communists, fascists, and all typ 
of people claim that their doctrit 
is pure Americanism, and as you” 
heard other people called u 
American, you have wanted 


: 


Bow just what is this thing called 
Americanism. So next week we’ve 
invited six representative American 
citizens, four adults and two 
American boys, to help us answer 
the question, “What is American- 
ism?” 

Congressman Karl Mundt, chair- 
man of the committee on un- 
American activities, will be one of 
the speakers. Then we'll have the 
lovely Hungarian born movie star, 
[lona Massey who has recently be- 
come an American citizen; the dis- 
tinguished American jurist and 
teacher, Dr. Max Radin of the 
University of California; and an- 


other adult speaker to be an- 
nounced. Many of you have been 
reading the papers and magazines 
about Mike Kivatisky, the twelve- 
year-old city boy, who refused a 
two wecks’ vacation at a summer 
camp because he didn’t want to 
leave the city. Well, Mike has 
agreed to leave New York and 
travel all the way to Las Vegas, 
Nevada, to team up with a Nevada 
farm boy to tell the world what 
Americanism means to him. 

So plan to be with us next Tues- 
day and every Tuesday at the sound 
of the Crier’s Bell. 
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